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“OPEN BIBLE”  

NEWSLETTER 

“…how from childhood you have 
been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus.” – 2 Timothy 
3:15 
   It has been said sometimes  
that the skill of the ancient  
craftsmen who made the stained 
glass windows of the world’s  
great cathedrals has become a lost 
art. We may have pretty good  
limitations today. But we do not 
always have the real thing. In the 
days of Martin Luther the Bible 
itself had become a lost book. The 
church had given its people all 
kinds of substitutions and poor 
imitations of the real thing. So 
many things had been added to the 
Bible through the many centuries. 
So many legends and traditions 
had been passed down as being 
part of the Gospel. So many rules 
and regulations and additional 
teachings had been added to the 
body of Christian doctrine. As  
a result, the Bible had become 
completely unimportant in the life 
of the average Christian. 
   You did not have a Bible. There 
may have been one in the church 
or in the library of the local  
university. However, it was in a 
language you did not understand 
and you didn’t really care because 
the entire system was such that 
you were led to believe that it  
didn’t matter at all. The wisdom, 
the comfort, the supremacy, and 
the power of the divinely inspired 
Word of God were hidden, like a 
great cathedral surrounded by an 
ugly scaffolding and ruined by  
the wooden stalls and huts that 
people had built around its base. 
Its thrilling beauty was hidden 
from the eyes of the world. 
    Martin Luther came and took  
all of that away, revealing once 
again the soaring walls, the deep 

arches, the mighty pillars, the 
vaulted buttresses, and the lovely 
design of hand-carved stone. Once 
more the Word of God stood forth 
in all its truth and purity. The open 
Bible was given back to the peo-
ple. The Gospel of a Redeeming 
Savior was restored to downtrod-
den sinners. The Christian church 
went back to the faith and the 
teaching of Jesus’ apostles. This 
was God’s gift to the world 
through Martin Luther. This is our 
Reformation heritage. 
   When he had come at long  
last to his own confident faith  
and found peace for his troubled 
soul in the sweet comfort of the 
pure Gospel, Martin Luther  
then proceeded to make that  
rediscovered Bible available to the 
German people by giving it to 
them in their own language. Many 
years after he had nailed his Nine-
ty-Five Theses to the church door 
in Wittenburg, his colossal task of 
translation was completed. There 
had been other translations before, 
but they were flawed and totally 
inadequate. Luther spent seven-
teen years changing the Word of 
God from a Greek and Hebrew 
mystery and a Latin puzzle into a 
book that all of the people could 
read and understand. 
   We humbly thank our God for 
the many blessings of the Refor-
mation. We humbly thank our God 
that He used His servant Martin 
Luther, along with many others, to 
bring us the gift of the open Bible. 
   To the unrepentant sinner, the 
open Bible brings the stern voice 
of a holy and righteous God. To 
the penitent sinner, the open Bible 
brings the forgiveness of all sins 
and the free gift of amazing grace 
found only in the Son of God,  
Jesus Christ. To the terrified  
sinner, the open Bible speaks of 
the all-sufficient sacrifice made by 

Jesus on the cross on Mount      
Calvary. To the man and the   
woman crushed by a sense of 
weakness and helplessness, to 
the struggling sinner who knows 
his/her own inadequacy, the open 
Bible says “For we hold that one is 
justified by faith apart from works 
of the law” (Romans 3:28). In 
Ephesians 2:8-9, the open Bible 
proclaims “   For by grace you 
have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it 
is the gift of God, not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast.” 
To the Christian who has been 
brought to the brink of despair by 
the numerous cares of this world 
and human trials, the open Bible 
brings hope and comfort with this 
divine assurance: “For I consider 
that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with 
the glory that is to be revealed to 
us” (Romans 8:18). 
   The open Bible speaks with the 
voice of God above the frightening 
clamor of our chaotic world. It 
brings us to that quiet place where 
God dwells with His children and 
reveals to them the limitless riches 
of His abundant mercy. Do we 
need that sort of thing in 2019, 
five hundred two years after the 
Reformation? Absolutely!!! 
   Then why not do something 
about it? From now on let us read 
our open Bibles every day and  
listen to the voice of our God.  
Let us eagerly restore our frayed 
souls with a few minutes of  
private devotion. Let us seek the 
fellowship of our God Who is 
waiting to give us strength and 
courage for the times of stress and 
responsibility that lie ahead. Let us 
diligently use to the utmost God’s 
great gift of love, the open Bible, 
which is our Reformation heritage. 
   A Student of the Open Bible,                      
                           Pastor Riley 



CONGREGATIONAL  
MEETING: October 20.  
A Note from our  
President:   
    During the annual 
meeting we are to elect members to 
serve on the church council for the 
following year.  All positions on 
the council need to be voted on 
whether the incumbent is willing to 
serve again or not.  We are called to 
give of  
our time, talents, and treasures. 
Some of these positions are less 
demanding on your time and some 
are more. The offices of church  
Council are  President, Vice-
President, Recording Secretary, 
Treasurer, Financial Secretary,  
Auditors, and a Trustee are up for  
election.  Please prayerfully  
consider having your name placed 
on the ballot. If you or you know 
someone willing to run for election, 
please contact Bill Schneeloch,  
or call the church (568-1417). 
The following  have    
signed up for flowers  
for the months of   
October and November: 
  October 6– Gillan(2) 
  October 13 - Monczko (1) 
  October 20 - Sienkiewicz (1) 
  October 27 – Riley (1) 
  November 3– Sienkiewicz (1) 
  November 10 - Riley (1) 
  November 17 - Caba (1) 
  November 24 -  Ferst (1) 
If you would like to sign up in the  
2019 FLOWER BOOK . We can 
do up to three bouquets per  
Sunday.  The cost per bouquet is 
$21.00.  Please make checks  
payable to St. John’s Flower Fund.  
 
ELDERS NEWS 
Lay Readers for October: 
   October 6 - WINGS 
   October 13 - Susan Owen 
   October 20 - Tom McClure 
   October 27 - Robin Greenspan 
If you are interested in being a 
reader for worship, please talk with 
Paul Brose. Gary Wolfe is the elder 
of the month for October, Rich 
Conroy is November and  Dan 
Provost is December. Thank you 
for your service to St. Johns! 
 

 MIDWEEK 
ADULT BIBLE 
STUDY 
Pastor Riley will be 
continuing his mid-week Bible 
Study in the month of October. The 
morning group meets at 10 a.m. 
The evening group meets at 6 p.m. 
Please join us! We are studying the 
last book of the Holy Bible –the 
Revelation given to the Apostle 
John. As we examine this divinely 
inspired Scripture, we will rejoice 
at the ultimate defeat of Satan and 
all the forces of evil. We will be 
reassured in the confidant hope 
which we, and all believers, have  
in our reigning Savior Jesus. We 
can look forward to sharing in the 
final, glorious destiny of all those 
who trust in Jesus for their eternal 
salvation.    
A PRAYER  
Almighty God, our heavenly Fa-
ther, without Your help our labor is 
useless, and without Your light our 
search is in vain. Invigorate our 
study of Your holy Word that, by 
due diligence and right discern-
ment, we may establish ourselves 
and others in Your holy faith; 
through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 
SATURDAY MORNING 
WOMEN’s BIBLE STUDY- 
  Beginning Saturday, October 5 at 
10:00 a.m., the Bible Study KEEP 
IT SHUT: What to Say, How to Say 
It, and When to Say Nothing at All  
will begin.  Got words? Oh yeah, 
you do! The average women speaks 
over 20,000 a day—not to mention 
the ones she types online. Using 
biblical examples, Keep It Shut 
will equip you to know what to say, 
how best to say it, and when you’d 
better just keep your lips zipped! 
All ladies are invited to join us for 
this every other Saturday 6 session 
Bible Study.   
 
SAINT JOHN’S T-SHIRTS: 
If you missed ordering your St. 
John’s blue t-shirt this past spring, 
please see Gary Wolfe or Erika 
Slozak with your size before  
October 20. 
 

 
 

  

REFORMATION SUNDAY  
OCTOBER 27TH 2019 

Celebrated using Luther's 
German Mass during the 
10:00 a.m.  Divine Service.  

 
 
 

   Did you know that each Sunday 
morning before our Worship  
service, there are about 1,000  
people who listen to our service 
from the prior week?  
   When we sit in the pews we can 
look around and see maybe 70 or 
80 folks on a good Sunday. What 
we don’t see is the people who 
“hear the Word” via radio or the 
internet.  So, the next time you’re 
attending Worship look around and 
imagine all the people we reach 
who might not be sitting in our 
sanctuary.   
   Each Sunday afternoon parts of 
that morning’s Worship service are 
shared with a local radio station and 
uploaded to our website. If you 
missed church due to illness or  
another commitment you can still 
enjoy the service. Just log onto 
http://stjohnswestfield.org; links  
to the broadcasts and the weekly 
bulletins are on the main page. 
   Broadcasts can be heard each 
Sunday at 7:30 a.m. on WHYN 
(560 AM). The cost for the pro-
gram is now $125 per week. If you 
are interested in sponsoring a 
broadcast (or a part of a broadcast) 
in memory of or in honor of anyone 
please call the church or sign up on 
the sheet outside the office door. 
Donations of any amount are 
welcome.  
   Additionally, we have posted  
previous weeks’ broadcasts on our 
website along with the associated 
bulletin. 
   If anyone would like a CD copy 
of any radio broadcast, please  
contact Bill Schneeloch at  
860-604-5264 or e-mail at radio@ 
stjohnswestfield.org with any  
questions. 
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New England Branch 
     We received some distressing 
news recently that the owner of our 
warehouse will be selling the 
building. Our landlord is a very 
dear soul who has let us use 10,000 
sq ft of space at no charge for the 
past five years. But like we all  
will someday, he is making some 
“end-of-life” decisions and selling 
his property is one of them. We 
have been extremely fortunate so 
far and we know and pray our Lord 
will show us the way thru this ob-
stacle.  If anyone knows of availa-
ble warehouse space in  
central Connecticut (Terryville – 
Bristol) area, contact Bill 
Schneeloch. Geographically, this is 
a great location and pretty central 
to our New England District.  
    Since our being chartered as an 
“official” branch in 2014, our New 
England Branch has shipped: 
clothing, medical equipment, food, 
school desks, even church pews, an 
Altar and Bibles. All of this 
amounted to an “in kind” value of 
more than $5 million dollars.  That 
is a very big number. So, we thank 
all folks who donate, our dedicated 
volunteers, and most of all we 
thank our Lord and Savior by 
providing this ministry to give us 
the opportunity to help those in 
need.  
   Our next quarterly meeting is 
right here at St John’s Saturday 
November 9 at 10 a.m. All are  
welcome to attend. This is a typical 
business meeting and should last 
about an hour. During this meeting 
we will hold elections for Branch 
officer positions: Branch Manager, 
Assistant Branch Manager, Treas-
urer, Branch Secretary. If you 
think that any of these positions 
might be something that you could 
help out with please let Bill 
Schneeloch know. The position of 
secretary is something that we are 
in special need of. It doesn’t take 
much time other than attending 
quarterly meetings, recording 
minutes, and distributing via 
email.  
    Your financial support is always 
needed and appreciated. Checks 
should be made payable to: 
Orphan Grain Train, New England 
Branch. Please keep OGT in your 
prayers.  

 GERMAN FALL FEAST 
Friday, October 25, 2019 

6:00 p.m. 
      Tickets are available for this 
wonderful menu of bratwurst, 
pulled pork, hot dogs, corn  
chowder, German potato salad, 
red cabbage, pickled beets and 
delicious homemade desserts.  
The cost is $12.00 for adults,   
$8.00 for children (6-12 years), 
and free for 5 years old and un-
der.  Please invite your family 
and friends to join in the great 
food and fellowship. Reserve 
your tickets by calling the church 
at 568-1417 or Sally Sienkiewicz 
at 562-3186.   
    TAKE OUT is available  
beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
 
GRAB YOUR SHOES 

And RUN! 
LWML – NED 

2019 RETREAT    
November 1 & 2, 2019 

 

Key Note Speaker: Terri Bentley 
 
Retreat registration:   $40 
(includes Saturday Lunch) 
 
WHERE:  Double Tree at Bradley 
Airport, 16 Ella Grasso Turnpike, 
Windsor Locks, CT 06096  
Registration forms are available on 
the round table at church.  A group 
of ladies from church will be  
attending, if you would like to  
carpool, please speak to Linda 
Slozak. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
NEEDS YOUR 
HELP!!! 
     We are in desperate  
need of  Sunday School  
teachers  for this year.  ALL 
GRADES ARE NEEDED! You 
do not have to be an expert to be a 
Sunday School teacher - just the 
desire to help the young people of 
our church grow in their faith.  A 
Sunday School Superintendent is 
also needed.  If you are interested 
in sharing your love and 
knowledge of Jesus, please speak 
with Paul Brose , head elder or 
Pastor.  

October looks to be a 
very busy month for 
WinGS. LWML Sunday 
will be celebrated on  
October 6th. Please 
proudly wear your 
LWML purple!    
   Dress for Success Event will  
be held on Saturday, October 5th 
with a potluck luncheon and a 
presentation of the Dress for  
Success project.  Our sister groups 
from Easthampton and Holyoke 
have also been invited. If you have 
any clean, gently used business 
apparel or accessories that you 
would like to donate, please bring 
them to the church as soon as  
possible. 
   During the month of October 
collections will be gathered for the 
Stockings for Soldier Project. 
Please bring your donations to the 
church office. 
    The Fall Feast is scheduled for  
Friday, October 25th.   
STOCKINGS for 
SOLDIERS 
     During the month 
of October,  the 
WINGS group will 
collecting items that 
will be donated to the 
USO. The items needed are: 
 Baby/Foot Powder 
 White Socks 
 Winter Hats and Gloves 
 Lip Balm 
 Sunscreen and/or Bug Spray 
 Individual Coffee Packets 
 Individual Jerky 
 Individual Nuts 
 Pringles 
 Hard Candy 
 DVD’s (Comedy/Adventure) 
 Computer Games (Wii/Xbox) 
 Toothpaste/Toothbrush 
 Floss 
 Toothpicks 
 Shampoo 
 Cotton Swabs 
 Bathroom Style Flip Flops 
 Kleenex/Hankies 
 Individual Package of Wipes 
 Playing Cards 
 Game Books 
 Clean Reading Material 
 Small Board Games 
 Batteries 
 Duct/Electrical Tape 
        Pens/Pencils/Pads      
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Robbing God and Ourselves 
     In the last book of the Old  
Testament, God uses the prophet 
Malachi to tell the people that  
they were robbing God by not  
giving their tithes and offer-
ings.  Malachi asked the people, 
“Will man rob God?” (Malachi 
3:8).  This was more an accusation 
than a question.  The people’s 
hearts had turned away from God, 
and, because of their hard hearts, 
they gave blemished animals to  
sacrifice.  Giving animals that  
were sick, lame, and blind was  
dishonoring God. God commanded 
the people to bring the whole tithe 
into God’s house.  Then, God 
promised, He would “open the  
windows of heaven for [them] and 
pour down for [them] a blessing 
until there is no more need” 
 (Malachi 3:10).  God promised an 
abundance of blessings for their 
faithful giving, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Just as it was clear that God’s 
people were robbing Him then, so it 
is today that we rob God when we 
don’t Him our first and best.  Being 
thankful for Who is and what He 
has done and continues to do for us, 
we show our gratitude by giving 
generously and cheerfully. 
   We can make the case that, when 
we don’t give faithfully, we are also 
robbing ourselves.  The people  
during Malachi’s day were not 
prospering as they withheld from 
God. God’s message through His 
prophet Haggai is very similar.  The 
people were dwelling in paneled 
houses while God’s house lay in 
ruins. And were they flourishing in 
their beautiful homes? No, God 
pointed that He put holes in the 
people’s pockets so their money 
disappeared (Haggai 1:6). 
   God Who created us and owns all 
things does not need our gifts.   
Giving is for our benefit rather than  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
His. God uses our ability and desire 
to give to help those in need and  
to extend His kingdom.  Thus, the 
recipients of our gifts are blessed 
and we, as givers, are also blessed. 
Giving is God’s way to help us 
grow spiritually and to enrich 
us.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “You 
will be enriched in every way to be 
generous in every way, which 
though us will produce thanks 
giving to God” (2 Corinthians 
9:11).  Jesus said, “It is more 
blessed to give than to re-
ceive” (Acts 20:35).  In the words 
of Solomon, “Honor the Lord with 
your wealth and with the firstfruits 
of all your produce; then your 
barns will be filled with plenty,  
and your vats will be bursting  
with wine” (Proverbs 3:9-
10).  Throughout Scripture, we  
find God’s special blessings to 
those who give faithfully and  
generously.  Don’t rob God and 
yourself. 
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